HEREFORDSHIRE & LUDLOW COLLEGE
AND NORTH SHROPSHIRE COLLEGE

MERGER CONSULTATION RESULTS
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A LETTER FROM COLLEGE GOVERNORS
Dear Stakeholder,
Thank you to everyone who responded to our statutory consultation on the proposed merger of
North Shropshire College with Herefordshire and Ludlow College.
We are delighted to have received responses from many organisations and individuals, including
Members of Parliament of local constituencies, regional colleges, training providers, the University
of Worcester, NMiTE, the Foundation of Ludlow College, the Marches Local Enterprise Partnership,
the Herefordshire and Worcestershire Chamber of Commerce, individual employers, private
individuals, and students and staff from both partner colleges.
The responses are overwhelmingly in favour of the merger with 98% in support; the vast majority
believe the merger will broadly deliver the benefits that were outlined in the consultation
document; and most respondents agreed with the proposed new College’s name.
This brief document details the results and provides a flavour of some of the comments, all of which
we have considered during our deliberations about the merger. This valuable feedback will help us
to shape the future of the merged College.
We are most appreciative of your support and look forward to your ongoing engagement with us.
Should you wish to make any further observations or have any queries, please do not hesitate to
get in touch.
Thank you for your participation.
Gillian Richards

Igor Andronov

Chair
North Shropshire College

Chair
Herefordshire & Ludlow College
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RESPONDENT CATEGORIES

HLC or NSC Staff

50%

University or
Other Public Body

9%

Private Individual

9%

Other College

9%

Employer or Employer 9%
Representative Group
Other general
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14%

University or Other Public Body

Member of HLC or NSC Staff

Private Individual

Other College

Employer or Employer Representative Group

Other

HEREFORDSHIRE AND LU
COLLEGE?
QUESTION 1

Do you support the proposed merger of North Shropshire
College with Herefordshire & Ludlow College?

Yes 98%
No 2%

COMMENTS
“The document doesn’t say if the plan is to continue all current provision at NSC. I would be interested
to know if the governors plan to keep all current subject areas at all of the campuses or if there will be
some downsizing.”

Yes

No

“This is an important development to safeguard further and higher education provision in North
Shropshire.”
“I am broadly supportive but would like to see the continuation of the excellent links with business
built up by NSC. Also need to ensure HE links developed with more accessible providers for Shropshire
residents. Need to ensure broad leadership comes from across the geography and business engagement
is pro-active & inclusive of SMEs and micro businesses. Also that curriculum reflects local business
requirements across geography & is locally responsive.”
“The merger is a positive for both organisations and will see a combined, stronger College as a result.”

4

HEREFOR
GER WILL BROADLY DELIVER
S
TS OUTLINED IN THIS DOCU
QUESTION 2

Do you agree that the proposed merger will broadly deliver
the benefits outlined in this document?

Yes		

84%

No		

0%

Not sure

14%

Partially
Agree

2%

COMMENTS
“In FE, larger colleges are more sustainable. HLC has a proven track record of mergers and making changes
to ensure students have a good post-16 education with high-quality teaching.”

Yes

No 7% Partially
14%

Not Sure
79%

“From the information it is not possible to say whether this merger is beneficial. NSC is running a deficit.
There is no mention of whether NSC has any financial reserves. For the ratio of student numbers in total,
NSC has approximately one quarter of the students taken in by HLC but has one half of the staff numbers
employed by HLC. NSC seems therefore to be overstaffed. There should be less staff for NSC and I fear for
diminution of the liquidity of HLC.”

“In these challenging times for post-16 education and training, I welcome the consolidation of a Marches
wide college operation. This merger should bring strength and solidarity to our post-16 community and
provide a strong presence of further education in the Marches area.”
“I have responded as not sure at this point because the merger at this stage is unproven. Through the
Post-16 Partnership Agreement we have always found the colleges professional and proactive in their
responses to looked-after learners. We would seek to continue and grow this relationship to improve the
outcomes of our vulnerable students.”
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RDSHIRE, LUDLOW AND
SHROPSHIRE COLLEGE?
QUESTION 3

Do you agree that the newly merged college should be called
Herefordshire, Ludlow & North Shropshire College?

Yes		

79%

No		

14%

Not Sure

7%

COMMENTS
“The name is getting a bit long, how about each campus retains its name and individual personality but is
part of the Marches Group or something.”
“The proposed name is long and cumbersome although I think HL & NSC is better.”

Yes

No

Not Sure

“Name is too much of a mouthful. Herefordshire and Shropshire College would be much more succinct.”
“Would an alternative name be considered? Herefordshire and Shropshire College would seem simpler yet
still describe the constituents.”
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Herefordshire & Ludlow College
Hereford Campus
Folly Lane
Hereford
HR1 1LS

North Shropshire College
Shrewsbury Road
Oswestry
Shropshire
SY11 4QB

T: 0800 032 1986
W: www.hlcollege.ac.uk

T: 01691 688 000
W: www.nsc.ac.uk

